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loss. The slave will require more constant supervision
than the free labourer, because, sure of a bellyful whether
he works or not, he will naturally prefer to do the least
possible; you cannot starve him, because his physical
weakness will be your loss. The superiority of free
labour to slave labour is not a matter of mere speculation.
His'tory has proved it and I doubt not that the experience
of those who have occasion to use both descriptions of
labour in this country will bear out the fact."
The Administration of Nepal had discovered, by
careful investigation, that the output of one free
labourer was equal in point of efficiency to that of
two slaves.   As the Maharaja said :
" if you replace all your able-bodied slaves.by half the
number of hired hands and pay each latter twice as much
as the expense you incurred for each slave replaced, your
work should not suffer, neither should your expenditure
increase."
This argument was illustrated by a considerable
number of tables and figures, which are well worth
studying; the deduction from these figures was
stated as follows:
" So that while you get double the work from a Bani
labourer, you pay him only 50 p,c. more, and thus save
something over the expense you would have incurred
for two slaves."
It is said that a century ago the Portuguese in
West Africa deliberately ran " Bridewells " in order
to breed slaves for the market, a practice which was
also alleged against some of the plantation owners
on the cotton plantations of America. Whatever
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